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Subject: Action Taken by the Chair Under 
Delegated Authority 

 

Report to: London Assembly (Plenary)  
 

Report of:  Executive Director of Secretariat  
 

Date: 4 May 2011 
 

This report will be considered in public 

 
 
 
1. Summary  

 
1.1 The Assembly is asked to note recent action taken by the Chair of the Assembly, Dee Doocey AM, 

under delegated authority. 

 
 
2. Recommendation  
 

2.1 That the Assembly notes recent action taken by the Chair of the Assembly under 

delegated authority. 

 

3. Background and Issues for Consideration 
 

Response to ‘Olympic Park Legacy Corporation: Proposals by the Mayor of London for 

public consultation’ 
 
3.1 The Assembly, at its Plenary meeting on 16 March 2011, agreed to delegate authority to the Chair 

of the Assembly, in consultation with the leaders of Assembly party Groups, to respond, on the 
Assembly’s behalf, to the Mayor’s consultation document: ‘Olympic Park Legacy Corporation: 
Proposals by the Mayor of London for public consultation’. 

  

3.2 The response agreed by the Chair in accordance with this delegation and following consultation with 

the relevant Members is attached at Appendix 1. 

Response to Thames Water Petition 
 
3.3 John Biggs AM presented a petition with the following prayer at the London Assembly (Plenary) 

meeting held on 16 March 2011:  
 

"We the undersigned call upon the Mayor and the Members of the Greater London Authority to 
support the people of Tower Hamlets in protecting King Edward VII Memorial Park (Shadwell Park) 
from the insensitive and destructive proposals of Thames Water. We were dismayed to see that, in 
his initial response, the Mayor has not requested Thames Water to investigate alternative brownfield 
sites for the Super Sewer connector planned for the foreshore of the park, but has accepted the 
proposals at face value. 
 



        

‚The Park is an important part of our heritage. In East London, our history and demographics put 
open space at a premium. A local petition asks Thames Water ‘to find an alternative site to the 
Greenfield site in the park, children’s playground, riverside walkway and riverfront at King Edward 
Park’. It has attracted over 2000 signatures online and hard copy. We ask the Mayor and the 
Members to champion the local community’s efforts to protect this important amenity. 
 
‚Our park regularly wins the Green Flag Award. It is an open space where it is safe for children to 
play and people to walk, jog and exercise their dogs without fear of traffic. We regularly hear about 
the legacy of the London Olympics. It is ironic that the largest open space between Tower Hill and 
the Isle of Dogs is to be turned into an industrial site under these proposals. The petitions asks that 
you require Thames Water to consider alternative brownfield sites, in addition to those identified in 
Phase 1 of the consultation, to save the park dedicated in 1922 ‚to the use and enjoyment of the 
people of East London, forever’.‛ 

 
3.4 The Assembly resolved that a copy of the petition be forwarded to the Mayor, and that authority be 

delegated to the Chair of the Assembly, in consultation with Group Leaders and the relevant 
constituency Assembly Member, to prepare a response on behalf of the Assembly and, if possible, 
jointly with the Mayor to the petition.  

 

3.5 The response agreed by the Chair in accordance with this delegation and following consultation with 

the relevant Members is attached at Appendix 2. 

 

4. Legal Implications 
 

4.1  The Assembly has the power to note the recommendations of this report. 

 
5. Financial Implications 
 

5.1  There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1 – Response to ‘Olympic Park Legacy Corporation: Proposals by the Mayor of London for public 

consultation’ 

Appendix 2 - Response to Thames Water petition presented to 16 March 2011 London Assembly (Plenary) 

meeting 
 
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: Agenda and Minutes of 16 March 2011 London Assembly (Plenary) Meeting; 

delegated authority forms 409 and 410 
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